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This is Char Aznable, a Greek tortoise. 
He can move swiftly, bub-when he gets 
excited he blows snot bubbles. 

— Takeshi Obata 


t all began when Yumi Hotta played a pick-up game of go with 

her father-in-law. As she was learning how to play, Ms. Hotta 

thought it might be fun to create a story around the 

traditional board game. More confident in her storytelling 

abilities\than her drawing skills, she submitted the beginnings of 
Hikaru no Go to Weekly Shonen Jump’s Story King Award. 
The Story King Award is an award that picks the best story, manga, 
character design and youth (under 15) manga submissions every 
year in Japan. As fate would have it, Ms. Hotta’s story (originally 
named, “Kokonotsu no Hoshi’), was a runner-up in the “Story” 
category of the Story King Award. Many years earlier, Takeshi Obata 
was a runner-up for the Tezuka Award, another Japanese manga 
contest sponsored by Weekly Shonen Jump and Monthly 
Shonen Jump. An editor assigned to Mr. Obata’s artwork came 
upon Ms. Hotta’s story and paired the two for a full-fledged manga 
about go. The rest is modern go history. 
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Yoshitaka Waya 


Story Thus Far 


Hikaru Shindo discovers an old go board one day up in his grandfather's attic. The moment 
Hikaru touches the board, the spirit of Fujiwara-no-Sai, a genius go player from Japan's Heian 
Era, enters his consciousness. Sai's love of go inspires Hikaru, as does a meeting with the child 
prodigy Akira Toya—son of go master Toya Meijin. 


Worried about vanishing, Sai persistently pesters Hikaru to let him play. Hikaru does not take 
Sai's pleas seriously. When Hikaru goes to a go seminar to play teaching games, he allows Sai to 
play an intoxicated Ogata Judan. Sai wins. However, soon after returning home Sai abruptly 
disappears. 


Hikaru refuses to accept that Sai is gone and sets out in search of him. Not finding him at the 
Go Association, Hikaru sets off to Innoshima, the birthplace of Shusaku, Sai's previous host. 
After a fruitless search Hikaru finds himself back at the Go Association in a room packed with 
historical archives. Looking at Shusaku's game records, Hikaru gains a renewed appreciation for 
Sai's genius and resolves never to play go again. When Hikaru fails to show up for his matches, 
his rivals start wondering what's going on. Meanwhile, Isumi, who struggled at last year's pro 
test, heads for some goodwill games in China. 
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Game 131 “Chinese Go Association” 
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SHAS 


TRAFFIC IS 
GETTING LIGHTER. 
| BET WE'LL BE THERE 
IN HALF AN HOUR. 
SAKURANO AND ISLIMI, 
NEITHER OF YOU HAVE 
BEEN TO CHINA 
BEFORE? 


TOKYO TO BEIJING 
WAS JUST A FOUR 
HOUR FLIGHT. 
WE TAKE A TAXI 
FROM HERE? 
HOW FAR IS THE 
CHINESE GO 
ASSOCIATION? 


| ~~ WHYWOULD 
HE GIVE UP? 
SHIN CAN PLAY 
THE AVERAGE 
PRO ON 
EQUAL 
FOOTING. 


| WASN'T 
SUGGESTING HE 
LACKS THE ABILITY. 
BUT | THOUGHT HE 
GOT DISCOUR- 
AGED AND LOST 
HIS WILL. 


THE FACT 


THAT 
NARUSAWA 
SENSEI 
RECOGNIZES INVITED YOU 
YOUR 
ee TO THESE 
FRIENDSHIP 


ABOUT TIME. 
YOU'RE 
ALREADY /9! 


| GOTTA TELL 
YA, ISUMI, WHEN 
YOU LEFT THE 
KYUSEIKAI CLUB 
LAST YEAR, | 
THOUGHT YOU'D 
GIVEN UP ON 
GOING PRO. 


| SPENT 
SOME 


TIME 
/ ” oe ! N| ALONE TO 
RECOVER 
my 
SPIRIT. y 


YES. FOR HIS 
SAKE AS WELL, 
INTEND TO 
PASS THE TEST 

THIS YEAR. 


READ 
« THIS 
WAY 
; / HOW MANY \ 
I'VE DONE _ 


I'M NOT GOING |} GAMES WILL IN TWO L 
WHAT.|~ 


TO WORRY WE PLAY ON MONTHS, 
ABOUT WINNING 44 THIS TRIP? IT'S THE PRO NEEDED TO 


ING, || THREE DAYS, 
ia TWO NIGHTS, 


| JUST WANT 
TO LEARN. 50...MAYBE 


THEY'RE 
PART OF THE 
PRO TEST: 


YOU LOST 
AS MUCH 
AS YOU 
GAINED. 


< 


a 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


I'M NOT 
DISCOURAGED. 
I'M JUST 
FRUSTRATED! 
| WAS SO 
WORRIED 


WASN'T ABOUT LOSING 


ABLE 


THAT | GOT 


SHIN, 
HURRY UP. 


Se 


NS 


| DION'T 
DO BADLY? 
I'M NOT 
SATISFIED 
WITH THE 
GAME | 
PLAYED. 


YOU DION'T 


DO BADLY. 
COME, DON'T GET 
| COME! DISCOUR- 
GET SOME 
LUNCH AND 
SHAKE THAT & 


PLAYED 
YOUR 
BEST, YOU 
WOULD'VE 
WON? 
HA HA... 


GIVE IT 
YOUR BEST 
IN YOUR 
AFTER- 
NOON 
GAME, 


~~ 
\N . 
HETOLOME >. 


TO PRACTICE 
PUTTING IT 
DOWN. 


| REMEMBER 

PRETENDING 
TO PLAY GO 

AT THIS PARK. 


ee SAI FOUND 
ee A ROCK THAT 
HIS ONE. LOOKED LIKE 
AGO STONE. 


WHEN | 
SMACKED 
IT DOWN, 
THE 
STONE 
WENT 
FLYING. 


ASA 


I'M ON My WHAT'RE 
WAY TO YOUR me? YOU 
HOUSE! WHAT'RE DOING 
MORISHITA YOU DOING 
SENSEI IS 


YOU DON'T COME TO 
SAY THE STUDY GROUP AND 
SOMETHING! YOU'RE A NO-SHOW AT 
| HAVE NO YOUR MATCHES! 
IDEA WHAT YOU HAVEN'T CONTACTED 
THE HECK'S THE ASSOCIATION WITH 
GOING ON AN EXPLANATION, EITHER! 
WITH YOU! ARE YOU HAVING A SLUMP? 
OR |S IT SPRING 
FEVER?! 


LISTEN... 


WHAT | 
WANT IS TO 
SEE SAI. 


| HAVE 
my | CAN'T JUST 
OWN SAY | DON'T 
PLACE \ CARE 
Now. / At ABOUT GO 


ANYMORE... 


AND | HEARD 
ISUM| WENT TO 
CHINA TO PLAY 

THE PROS 


y 


EVERYONE 
ELSE IS MOVING 
FORWARD 
WHILE YOU'RE 
STANDING STILL! 


HONDA AND 
KOMIYA AND 
THE OTHERS 

ARE WORKING 
HARD TO 
PREPARE FOR 
THIS YEAR'S 
PRO TEST. 


— 


A BUNCH of 


THE INSEl 
ARE COMING 
OVER. 
YOU SHOULD 
COME TOO! 


| PLAYED 
THREE 
OTEAI 
MATCHES. 
| WON TWO 
AND LOST 
ONE. 


OCHI HAS 
PLAYED FOUR 
ALREADY AND 

WON ALL OF 
THEM. 


Poon, i ; 
PS 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


LAST YEAR WHEN yEau, | 
WE BARELY 
PASSED THE / 
PRO TEST, ISUMI 
DIDN'T MAKE IT. 


WHEN ISUMI 


JOINS OUR 
RANKS AS APRO, 
ARE YOU GOING 
TO TELL HIM THIS YEAR 
YOU'VE JUST HE'LL PASS 


DROPPED OUT? FOR SURE! 


AREN'T YOU 


WANT TO ASHAMED OF 
PLAY GO, YOURSELF?! 
DON'T YOU? 


DON'T 


IT'S MY 
PLAY 
FIRST. 
READY? 
STAR 
POINT! 


SHINDO! 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


5) AAA: \ 


NOW FOR 
THE AFTER- 
NOON 
MATCHES... 


QUIET, PLEASE. 
GAMES IN 
PROGRESS. 


NARUSAWA 
SENSE! 
SENDS HIS 
APOLOGIES 
FOR BEING 
UNABLE TO 
COME THIS 


HARD TO 
BELIEVE 
HE'S NOT 


BUT | HAVE 
THE FEELING 
HE'S REALLY 
DETERMINED 

TO GET THERE 

THIS YEAR. 


AFTER ALL, IT'SHIS 
HE RETIRED , Fa 
FROM PRO- 

FESSIONAL TAKES oo 
pep ct si riper | THROW OUT 

OF HIS POOR , | Bata ha 


HEALTH. fants 
QUITE 


"hanes M ¢ 


“WE 
NEVER 


HE'S BEEN GOOD YES, HE 
ENOUGH TO GO BEATS ME 
PRO FOR AGES, ALL THE 

BUT HE JUST TIME. 


HASN'T MADE IT. 


WE'VE 
CHECKED 
OUT. 


; NOW ALL WE 
se : HAVE TO DO 

IS SAY BYE TO 

7 SOMETIME. RYU AND THE 

I) = LET'S GOTO ne 

OTHERS, AND 
g TIANANMEN WE'RE DONE 
SQUARE. 


| DIDN'T COME 
ALL THE WAY 
TO CHINATO "'0 
SEE THEIR heen 
DEPARTMENT SHOPPING. 


eons i 
oy am AF 


DID YOU, 
ISUMI? 


| HAVE TO 
PLAY THAT 
KID AGAIN! 


NO WAY! 
| WANNA GO 
SHOPPING! 


I'LL STAY 
HERE BY 
MYSELF. 


I'M SORRY TO 
CHANGE PLANS 
AT THE LAST 
MINUTE, BUT | 
THINK I'LL STAY 
HERE BY MYSELF 
AN EXTRA DAY. 


NV 


READ 
Kins 
con 


‘ TO THINK eae 
OF OHHIM? : 
COURSE RIND TART OE || 1 WMARIAGED ANN 7, TACKING 
, COULD BE SO ABOUT 
IT's TOBEATHIM,  /. 
STRONG! IT ; ZHAO, 
HIGH, BUT HE SURE 
SHOWED ME CES cal 
HOW HIGH THE Pe. 
LEVEL OF PLAY 
IS IN THE 
CHINESE GO 
ASSOCIATION. 


ISUMI, DION’T 
YOU KNOW? 
ONLY THE 
CREAM OF 
THE CROP GET 
SELECTED TO 
COME HERE. 


ta 
THERE ARE 
wHaaT? THE MOST PROFESSIONAL 
Hey tie PROMISING OF GO PLAYERS IN 
HERE?! THEM ARE } EACH PROVINCE 
SELECTEDTO | OF CHINA 
omnes COMEHERETO PROBABLY 
BEIJING, WHERE | AROUND 250 
THERE THEY TRAIN DAY / PROS IN ALL 
ARE LIVING IN, DAYOUT. AL \ 


QUARTERS mee 
IN HERE 
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THE PLAYERS 


eee ae BUT THE ONES 
wow! Peckham WHO EARN A 
LOT OR GET 
MARRIED 
MOVE OUT AND 
RENT A PLACE 


NEARBY. 


HE LEFT / \ THAT KID 
SO HE'S HISHOME [REG NNW IS ONE OF 
NOT YOUR || TOCOME [AIRF - 
TYPICAL || LIVEHERE. [i 
KID, 1 iI 


| THINK 
THEY GET 
IN SOME 


ACTUALLY, —— _) | GENERAL 


HE'D LIKE EDUCA- 
TO. | TION, BUT 


HEY... HE'S 
ALREADY 
APRO. 


<iis< 
am \\ 


ANOTHER 
MATCH? 


FRUSTRATED 
ABOUT HIS 
LOSS TO 
ZHAO 
YESTERDAY. 


oe 
atneeicll VY 


FEELING If 


IND OF KID 
FRUSTRATED K K 


HE |S. 


ABOUT AGATE y 
|LOST BECAUSE 
| COULON'T RUAY 

~ MY BEST. Pf. 


ISUMI 
PLAYED AH... 
WELL BUT HE WANTS pple 
ZHAO TO PLAY | 
DEFLECTED INTO THIS YEAR'S 
HIS PRO TEST WITH 
ATTACKS CONFIDENCE! 
QUITE 


HE LEFT 
FORA 
TOURNAMENT 
IN ANOTHER 
REGION. 


BUT ZHAO'S 
NOT HERE. 


HE'LL BE 
BACK IN 
AFEW 
DAYS. 


STAYING 
HERE AND 
STUDYING 

UNTIL 
THEN, 
ISUMI? 


THE PROS 


FRUSTRATED COME TO THE 
ABOUT LOSING TRAINING ROOM 
HERE TO SHARPEN 
TO ZHAO. 
THEIR SKILLS. 
| UNDERSTAND, 
THEY COME 
BUT THERE'S NO 
REASON TO EVERY DAY. 
YOU COULD PLAY 
MATCHES TOO. 


WHAT DO YOU SAY, 
INSTRUCTOR LEE? 
EVEN NARUSAWA 
SENSE! AGREES 

HE'S STRONG. 
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A TRIP HIKARU NO GO 


TO CHINA} RESEARCH 
meee [THR to THE 

CHI GO 
OF FE LASSOCIATION 


SUMMER. ) 
YUMI Hos 


HOTTA 


TRAVELING 
TO TOKYO 
THE DAY 
BEFORE 
DEPARTURE. 


ISTAYED 
FOR ONE 
NIGHT AT 
A HOTEL 
IN TOKYO. 


BUT HAVING SAID THAT... 


IDO LOVE 
AIRPLANES! 


GATHERING 
OF THE 
ELITE. 


NONE OF THE 
YOUNG PLAYERS 
SPEAK JAPANESE, 
BUT | THINK THAT 
WON'T BEA 
PROBLEM FOR 
YOUR STUDY OF 
GO, ISUMI. 


ABOUT THIS 
PLACE, YOU 


anit 


YOU'VE 
HEARD 


SAY? 


SOME PEOPLE 
LEARN SO THEY 
CAN FOLLOW 
JAPANESE GO. 
OTHERS 
BECAUSE THEY 
OFTEN ATTEND 
INTERNATIONAL 


» TOURNAMENTS. 


\ a V 


BUT IT’S 
SOME KIDS TOUGH. 
WHO SHOW PLAYERS WHO 
POTENTIAL DO POORLY 
SIMPLY DON’T IN THE 
ADVANCE AS TOURNAMENTS 
MUCH AS WE ARE SENT 
HOPE. HOME. 
eames WE BOTH 
SPEAK INSTRUC- 
JAPANESE. TOR LEE 


SPEAK IT 
TOO, 


| THERE AREA OVERSEES 
FEW OTHER 
ADULTS WHO  ANDRESI- 


BOTH GO 


DENTIAL 
LIFE. 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


THISIS WHERE = ege'c 


AND PLAY THE PROS THE 
Practice WORKOUT = tpaining 


MATCHES. NEW MOVES, 
Reviewcame ROOM. | 


, RECORDS... Se 


/ Ton 


DMOMOMMOMOiIQQN 
WOMAN 


MOMMY 


\ 
SS CEC 
SS S 


SO 
THIS IS 
A STUDY 
GROUP 
FOR 
CHINESE 
PROS. 


THEY 
START 
STUDYING 
AT 8:15 
IN THE 


MORNING. 


LE PING! 
CUTTING AGAIN2! 
YOU DO THAT 
WHENEVER I’M 
NOT HERE! 


W"” = La Pall ] 
| | = 


NN 


BUCK UP! 
I'VE STUDIED 
WITH PROS AT 
THE KYUSEIKAI. 


I’M NOT 
CUTTING! 
— I JUST WENT TO 
THE BATHROOM! 


WAYA?! 


AFRIEND OF 
MINE IN JAPAN. 

HE LOOKS SO 
MUCH LIKE HIM. ( 


INSTRUCTOR 
LEE... 


WHAT DOES 
“WAYA” MEAN2Z 
IS HE TALKING 

ABOUT MEZ2 


Pm LORS 


THIS 1S ISUMI, 
FROM JAPAN. 


HE SAYS YOU 
LOOK LIKE HIS 
FRIEND WAYA, 


LISTEN, EVERYONE, 
THIS 1S ISUMI 
FROM JAPAN. 

HE’LL BE STUDYING 

BS HERE FOR A WHILE, 


ISUMI! 
ISUMI! 


HEY! 
IT’S ALREADY 
LUNCH BREAK! 


ASKED IF 
WAYA'S 
BELLY 

BUTTON IS 


ALSO AN 
oun. /} 


HE ARRIVED 
HERE LAST 
YEAR, AT 
AGE Il. 


INSTRUC- 
TOR LEE |S 
ALWAYS 
GETTING 
MAD AT 
HIM. 


LE PING IS NOT 
AS SERIOUS AS 
MOST ABOUT 
HIS STUDY OF 
GO. 


HE LOOKS 
VERY YOUNG. 
IS HE ALREADY 


WHILE YOU'RE HERE, 
YOU SHOULD DINE 
WITH THE OTHERS 

HERE ON THE 

FIRST FLOOR. 


Miia 


AFTER 
LUNCH, GO 
AND BOOK 


STUDY HARD. 
IF YOU PUT YOUR 
HEART INTOIT, 
YOU'RE SURE TO 
GAIN SOMETHING 
EVEN FROM THIS 


SHORT STAY. 


| CAN'T LET 
MY GUARD 
DOWN JUST 
BECAUSE OF 
THE RESEM- 
BLANCE. 


INSTRUCTOR 
LEE, 


WHAT DO 


YOU THINK, 
ISUMI? 


IT'S ALEAGUE 
TOURNAMENT. 
THIS IS WHERE | 
| OBSERVE EACH 
1A PLAYER'S 
“\, STRENGTH. 


33822, 


I'LL PLAY 


JUST FIND 
SOMEONE 
WHO |S 
AVAILABLE, 
AND PLAY. 


12 FRR Bh 


THERE ARE 
90-MINUTE 
PRACTICE 
GAMES IN 

THE AFTER- 


q THIS 
\ LEAGUE rLL 
IS THE WRITE 


LOW-RANKING your 
GROUP OF Jame IN 
SHODAN TO ISUMI. , 
3 DAN 
PLAYERS. 


Kiie« 


ONEGAI- 
SHIMASU. 


HEART, |’ 
UNDERES= 


UNDERES- 
TIMATED 


BUT 
LE PING 


ISUMI, YOU WERE 


TOO FORCEFUL. 
THIS MOVE WAS 
A MISTAKE. 


/ Picea 
mes 
— 


YOU UNDER \\\\ Wea 
-\fF LIKE WHITE 
estimateo | Mu MN \M oe SKILLFULLY 
ME, dl DEFENDED 
WASN'T 
AGAINST 
STRONG BLACK'S / 
ENOUGH. ACK 


ATTACK, BUT... 


YOU 
THOUGHT 
THIS WAS A 
DEFENSE2 


I'LL NEVER LOSE 
TO SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU, ISUMI. 


y 
. 


a 


YOU STUDY 
HARD, 'KAY2 


bb 


A 


« 


READ 


« 


ARE THEY 
SAYING? 


ASA ; 


INSTEAD OF 
CONNECTING 
DIAGONALLY ABOVE 
HERE, IT'D BE BETTER TO 
CONNECT DIAGONALLY 
BELOW AND FIGHT 
FROM THERE, 


BECAUSE THERE 
ARE BLACK STONES 
STANDING BY 
ABOVE AND TO 
THE RIGHT. 


BUT IT'S AN | 
EXCHANGE 


| CAN'T 
UNDERSTAND A 
SLRANKAN Pa WORD, BUT | CAN 
INGENIOUS \ re PRETTY MUCH 
GRASP WHAT 
THEY'RE SAYING 
WHEN THEY'RE 
TALKING ABOUT GO. 


FROM MORNING! .. THEY LIVE ANO FOR EVEN AFTER 


‘TIL NIGHT, THEY IN THE MONTHS, DINNER 
SPEND THEIR DAY, MIOST OF NO, THESE GUYS 
SURROUNDED BY | ALL THIS. YEARS... STUDY LIKE 


OTHER ELITE | THIS. 
PRO PLAYERS.| | 
ay | 


\ iz os 


Sooo 


om 
een: s 


» BY STAYING 
BEHIND. 


wi 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


“T'S FINEN 
STO REEIN an 
. Rare THAT HAPPENS 
IS | LOSE 
CONFIDENCE 
IN MYSELF... 
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HIKARU NO GO 
HE'S A 19- ONE WAS THERE RESEARCH 


YEAR-OLD kONG WERE 
PRO PLAYER LINGWEN. THREE | TRIP TO THE 


IN JAPAN. NOTE. orus. | CHINESE GO 
cAPANESE ON THIS |ASSOCIATION 


READING. 
KO REIBUN.] TRIP. 


time age } 
N OT penne ors ee 


EVEN 50 Sere Kee 4) 


CLOSE. LE 


THE OTHER 
PERSON 
WAS MR. 
TAKAHASHI, 
MY EDITOR. 


HEY! 
THEN 
WE'RE 
CLOSE! 


Game 133 “Isumi, Put to the Test” 
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AN ELITE GROUP. 


WHO ARE ' =f{/] 3 
STRONGER THAN} ~/ /, |A WLORBROSN 
MANY OLDER;S yr ] \ ZN THEIR 


HIGHER-RANKED¢ 
PLAYERS! 


WHAT AM | 
DOING AMONG 


SRO | 


POLO he 


/ | HE'S 
| USED TO PLAY 7 SA.’ SUGGESTING 
TEN-SECOND GO WW gt A GAME OF 
IN THE KYUSEIKAI f= ay SPEED GO, 
ANDASANINSE] JF WARN TEN SECONDS 
1. PER MOVE. 


~\ 


LY 
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ee 
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ee 
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Ww 


HE 
? DAN! 


«ti 
we 


| WAS HANGING | HEAR YOU 
OUT IN MY CAME FROM 
MY ROOM ALL JAPAN TO 
NAME'S DAY, SO | ONLY STUDY 
YANG HAI. JUST HEARD HERE. 


ABOUT YOU. 


WHAT'S 
THE 
MATTER? 


WHERE ARE 
YOU STAYING? 
AHOTEL? 


HOW'S My 
JAPANESE? 
ISPEAK NOT BAD, 
ENGLISH AND = HUH? 
KOREAN TOO. 
LANGUAGES 
ARE My 


A 54 ; WHO CARES? o MY ROOM'S A 
Se<i/ YOUDON'T —|NSTRUCTOR W// DOUBLE AND 


NEED TO LEE GOES /, NW THE OTHER 
PAYME —_- HOME BY FIVE. Mi) ! BED IS OPEN, 
ANYTHING. HE WON'T BA |e WANT TO STAY 
KNOW. | THERE? 

1 | IT'S 303. 


FOREIGNERS ff 
AREN'T 
ALLOWED 
TO STAY 
HERE. 


| WON'T BE |) = 2 NO THANKS. 
HERE LONG, Z I'D PREFER 

ANYWAY. TO...REMAIN IN 
THE HOTEL. 


WELL, | SUPPOSE 


ANYONE SERIOUS / TOO BAD. 
ENOUGH ABOUT | | THOUGHT IT'D BE 
GO TO COME FUN TO CATCH UP 
HERE WOULDN'T ON THE LATEST 
BE INTO POP GOSSIP ABOUT 
Se STARS ANYWAY. JAPANESE ACTORS 


AND CELEBRITIES. | 


DONE FOR 


WHAT DID 


IN LAST YEAR'S 


PRO TEST, 
ST. | LOST THREE 
NO-THAT'S INA ROW TO 
WHAT: SAVED SHINDO, WAYA 


_ AND FUKU. 


| BELIEVE 


THAT'S = MY,GAME 
HOW | FELT IN MY:OWN ge== OF.GOR 
BACK ~ STRENGTH 


— 


THEN. 


CAN | COUNT 
ON MY GO TO 
COME 
THROUGH 


XY 


| 


SW 


Yj ,, y Yy j // = 


er TS 


atta 


I'LL NEVER 


BEON ‘ee “OW IF | GO BACK 
EQUAL 2 a //// 
y/ TO JAPAN 
FOOTING 4 HAVING LOST MY 
WITH = , CONFIDENCE, 
THOSE ng THEN THE PRO 


pd \ _ TEST |S OVER! 


| } 


IF YOU'RE 
GOING TO 


IF SAKURANO STAY IN 
HADN'T CHINA, AT 
PHONED TO LEAST GIVE 
LET US KNOW, US A CALL! 
WE'D BE SO 


WORRIED! 


SORRY... 


\ 


iy YOU ONLY 
aed DECIDED TO THINGS 
THINK IT'D EXTEND YOUR STAY WERE 
BE ABOUT THIS MORNING? GOING ON 
\ THREE OR IF THAT'S AND | 
= FOUR DAYS! WHAT YOU WANT FORGOT. 
TO DO, FINE. 
HOW LONG WILL 
\ q ee YOU STAY? 


IF | BUILD MY 


CONFIDENCE SHIN- \ 


} 


= HERE ICHIRO? ; 
MW INSTEAD OF 
\ \\ \\ LOSING IT... we 
cy laae 


I'M 


THAT'S STAYING 
RIGHT... \ UNTIL THE 
TWO 


MONTHS. N\ 
WY 


THEN | CAN 
HOLD MY 


BUT WON'T IT HEAD UP HIGH 
BE EXPENSIVE AS | TAKE THE 
TO STAY SO PRO 
LONG? TEST...AND 


TACKLE THE 
PRO 
WORLD! 


WW) 
\ 
\ 


| HAVE TO 
SUCCEED 


YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO 
WORRY 
ABOLT ME... 
YEAH... 


& [ura 
We srerecic 


i 
i 


i 


THANK YOU! 
| REALLY DO 
APPRECIATE 


| TURNED 


NO SWEAT! iJ YOU DOWN 
USE THAT | EARLIER, 
BED OVER : 1] 

THERE. 


NOT THE YOUNG 
KIDS' ROOMS, 
JUST THE ONES 
FORUS 
OLD-TIMERS. 


JUST NOW | 
SAW THAT THE 
LIGHTS WERE 
OUT IN THE 
TRAINING 
ROOM. 


MAN! 
SO YOU 
ARE 


I'M GLAD I'M 
HERE INSTEAD 
OF THE HOTEL. 

ABOARD IN 

THE ROOM 
MEANS WE CAN 

STUDY AT 

NIGHT TOO. 


THE ROOMS 
HAVE GO 
BOARDS? 


THANKS. 


JUST 
WASH YOUR 
UNDERWEAR 
YOURSELF, 
AND HANG IT 
UP TO ORY. 


ABOUT 
TWO 
MONTHS. 


HOW LONG 
ARE YA 
GONNA BE 
HERE? 


I'LL CLEAR OFF 
THE BOARD. 
YOU CAN 
REVIEW 
GAMES OR DO 
WHATEVER 

YOU LIKE. 


I'LL JUST BE 
PLAYING ON 
MY LAPTOP. 


IF YOU HAVE LAUNDRY, 
YOU CAN GIVE IT TO 
THE WOMAN WHO 
COMES AROUND IN 
THE MORNING. 


YEAH? 
AND DID YA 
PLAY ANYONE 
TODAY? 

HE MADE FUN 
OF YOU, HUH?! 
THAT LITTLE 
SMARTASS! 


| PLAYED A 
KIO NAMED 
LE PING...AND 
LOST 


YOU'VE GOTTA 
BEAT THE 
PANTS OFF A 
KID LIKE THAT! 


AFTER- 
WARDS 
| PLAYED 
TEN-SECOND 
GO WITH 
SOMEONE 
ELSE 
ISUMI|! 
COME HERE 
AN' SIDDOWN! 
WE'RE PLAYING 
A GAME! 


i 


I'M SORRY, BUT IF 


YOU'RE NOT 
STRONG ENOUGH I'VE GOTTA 
TO BEAT LE PING, SEE HOW 
THEN | CAN'T LET STRONG YOU 
YOU STAY HERE. ARE. 
YOU'LL HAVE TO 
CLEAR OUT. 


=; 
E 
iii 
ia 


HUH?! 


30 MR. 
TAKAHASHI 
AND I 
PLAYED 
EACH OTHER 
FOR THE 
FIRST TIME. 


SOME PROS 
LOOKED AT 
OUR BOARD 
AND 
LAUGHED. 


HIKARU NO GO 
iiss RESEARCH 


WAS SOME 
puriINc | CHINESE GO 


THE TRIP.. |ASSOCIATION 
3 C((e 
YUMI Wa 
HOTTA (Oo 


But the other day 
you were bragging MR. TAKAHASHI 
about being or WAS SUCH A 

15 kyul WEAK PLAYER 
THAT EVEN A 
WEAK PLAYER 
LIKE ME FOUND IT 
EXASPERATING. 


And my first 
a ens / 


They're You dor 

me even Under- 

playing @ 9° / stand 
two-eyes / 


next to vs. 


“a 
= 
oS 
a 
ae 
ais 
a 
= 
= 


[| 


HARD 
mN 


SS XY 
LS a> 


CRE 


NO 
GUARANTEE | USE 
THAT MY Yj WHATEVER 
STUFF'S | YOU WANT, 
SANITARY, || ISUMI. 
THOUGH. | b= 


HE'S ABOUT 
AS STRONG 
ASLE PING. 


HIS 
INTUITION 
ISN'T BAD, 

EITHER. 


DOES THAT 
MEAN HE TELL ME 
THINKS I'M TO CLEAR 
GOOD OUT. 


ENOUGH? 


ITWASA 
TOP PRO 
| PLAYING A 
\|| TEACHING 
GAME 

| WITH ME. 


Nast NIGHT'S 
GAME WITH TWO 
STONES AGAINST 
YANG HAI WASN'T 
| | ABOUT WINNING 


I'W GRATEFUL SS 


SOMETHING —SOMEONE LIKE 
— AGAINST YANG HAI IS 


LE PING, 
_THOUGH... — 


WILLING TO_ 
“PLAY ME. 


SHALL WE 
PLAY A 


ER... YES! 
ONEGAI- 
SHIMASU. | 


| HEAR YOU 
PLAYED 

WANG XING 
TODAY. 


IT'S 
WANG XING! 
CHINA'S 
NUMBER ONE 
PLAYER! 


{ BOTH OF THEM 
JUST GOT 
BACK FROM 
TOURNAMENTS 


ME, | LIKE IT 
HERE SO | 
HAVEN'T 
MOVED OUT. 
HA HA... 


YEAH... ONCE 
YOU'RE PAST 
30, THE 
YOUNGER 
ONES START 
TAKING YOU 


|WAS 
SURPRISED. 
THEY'RE CHINA'S 
TOP PLAYERS— 
EVEN I'D HEARD 
OF THEM. 


YES. AND 
AFTER THAT 
HWA SONG LI 
JOINED THE 

ANALYSIS. 


THEY HAVE THEIR 
OWN PLACES 
NEAR HERE, BUT 
THEY COME BY 
WHENEVER THEY 
HAVE TIME. 


THE TOP 
PLAYERS ARE 
SO MUCH 
YOUNGER 
HERE IN 
CHINA THAN 

IN JAPAN. 


READ 
use 


pay 
TOMORROW'S 
THE WEEKEND SO 

I'M GAME TO STAY 

UP ASLONG AS 
YOU WANNA PLAY. 


THE LIMITS 
He LIMIT: 
PHYSICAL 

ENDURANCE 
Poa 
AFFECTING 
YOU. 


TOURNAMENTS 

IN CHINA ARE 

TOUGHER THAN 
IN JAPAN. 


gees 
ACK OF 
WN YOUF 
ees 


= 
LE PING 
AN IDIOT! 


eh 
ep 
PLAY 
ae 
HN 


BRA a 
PemeHb | 


fs 


| GUESS 
COME ON 
WEEKENDS. 
AS MANY 
PLAYERS 
TRAINING, 
EITHER. 


Cie« 


"Zoe ANTES 


| DECIDED 
TO STAY 


HERE! 
ME, HERE! 


| WANT 
TO PLAY 
AGAINST 
you 
AGAIN! 


HEY, LET'S 
HEAD OUT! 
HOW ABOUT 

SOME BOWLING2 


LE PING! 


ISUMIZ 


UM... 
HE SAYS HE'S THIS GUY 
STAYING HERE TO HERE.., 
TRAIN FOR A WHILE, 
N 


ZHAO SHI}! 
WELCOME 
BACK! 
HOW'D YOUR 
GAME GO?! 


| STAYED 
BECAUSE 
|WANT TO 
PLAY YOU 

AGAIN! 


Kiie« 


I PLAYED HIM, 
HE WAS A CINCH 
TO BEAT, 


HE’S SO WEAK! 
IT DOESN'T 
MATTER HOW MUCH 
HE STUDIES, HE’LL 
NEVER BEAT ME! 


fo I CAN'T 


JUST 
DISMISS 
THAT! 


NO WAY! 
IT’S THE WEEKEND! 
I'M GONNA GO 
OUT AND PLAY 
WITH ZHAO! 


jo 


4 YOU PLAY 


ON THE 
WEEKDAYS 
TOO! 


PLAY ON 
YOUR LAPTOP 


WE'RE NOT 
DISCUSSING 


LE PING, 
YOU'LL PLAY 
ISUMI AGAIN! 

AND THIS 
TIME YOU'RE 
GONNA LOSE, 

KIDDO! 


LET'S GO, 
ZHAO SHI! 


THEN IF 
I PLAY ISUMI 
AGAIN AND 
WIN, YOU'LL 
LAY OFFA 


| YES! BUT IF YOU LOSE, 
| YOU HAVE TO GET 
SERIOUS! 


DON'T 
RUN AWAY, 
LE PING! 


en el SN 


THE Game's * YOU SAID, 


A WEEK Riyytee “WE'LL Never 
From TODAY, |W S-> Re BEAT ME! 
Ss. BR) YOu GOTTA 


q BACK THAT 
i), uP! 


FINE, 
WHATEVER! 


SHAS 


WHAT WERE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? 


V 


THEY WERE ; 
ANXIOUS TO wv. WHEN | WAS ATA 
KNOW HOW THEIR TOURNAMENT THERE, LE PING AND 
PRECIOUS ONLY LE PING'S FATHER | ARE BOTH 
CHILO WAS AND MOTHER CAME FROM YUNNAN 
TO ME AND ASKED PROVINCE. 


ABOUT LE PING. 


THEY'RE 
BOTH BUSY YUNNAN 
WORKING PROVINCE 
AND CAN'T IS ALONG 
COME WAYFROM | 
VISIT. BEIJING. | 


LIKEAN  THEYHAVEA 
AMUSE- —- HARD TIME 
MENT REACHING LE 
PARK PING SINCE 
FORA HE'S ALWAYS 
COUNTRY OUT GOOFING 
KID. OFF. 


/ 4 WHEN THEY 

CALL THE 

| GUESS CHINESE GO 
BEIJING'S ASSOCIATION, Y 
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ISUMI, CAN TRACK 
RECORD 

YOU PUT HIM 
THROUGH OOESNT 


THE WRINGER |MPROVE 
SORRY... AND TEACH |!TSBACK 
GUESS HIM A TO THE 
I'M USING LESSON? COUNTRY 
YOU. THEN MaYBE FORHIM. 
HE'LL GET 
SERIOUS. 


HE'S THE 
REASON 


AND IF YOU 


YOU SPEND 

EVENINGS ARE, THEN | 
PLAYING HAVE TO 
GO WITH THANK LE PING, 


ME. 


wIHAVETO || BUTFOR 
ACTUALLY JCC UPAIN | Your 
BEAT N) | EFFORTS 
THEKID, | TO PAY 
DON'T |. | OFF... 


| WOULDN'T 
HAVE MADE 
THE 
CHALLENGE 
IF | DION'T 
THINK YOU 
COULD WIN. 


MAYBE | 
WAS TOO D 
(0 LOST 
ALSO... TO CONCERNED +5 zHAO TELL ME 
BE HONEST, ABOUT 
THE DAY ABOUT THE 
| UNDER- LOSINGTO gerore GAME YOU 
ESTIMATED ALITTLE KID j tb 
HIM LOST TO 


, FOR THE | 
SECOND DAY | NS HIM. 
IN AROW, AY 
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BUT INSTEAD OF 
BEING ABLE TO 
FOCUS MY ENERGY, 
| PSYCHED MYSELF 
OUT AND GOT 
TENSE. 


FOR YOU DON'T 
INTHE  THINKIT'S 
PRO ALACK OF 
TEST ABILITY. 


APPROACHED | | FRUSTRA- 
IT ASIF IT TION 
WERE THE ABOUT 


PRO TEST. Aa 


DECIDE 
TO STAY 
HERE, 
RIGHT? 


| HADN'T 


| HEARD 
FROM IN- 
STRUCTOR 


LEE ABOUT 


THE GAME | 
AME 
youLost /\\¥ 
DE YO 
we U 50 seo 


PLAYED MY 
BEST GO. 


THE PRO 


| KNOW YOU TEST, 
HAVEN'T HUH? 
GONE PRO 


YET. 


| DURING ONE 
‘i MATCH | MADE 
‘WAR A BIG MISTAKE } 
I. AND LOST My 
RHYTHM. 


FORTUNATELY, 
HERE YOU'RE 
SURROUNDED BY 
CHINESE SPEAKERS, 
SO YOU DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
ANYONE'S SAYING. 


THEY LOOK 
IN MY Dl- 
— RECTION 


AND 
TALK... 


1..6OT 
DISTRACTED 
BY THINGS 
OTHERS 
SAID. 


IT TOOK ME 
TOO LONG TO 
RECOVER AND 
| WENT ON TO 
LOSE THREE 
INA ROW. 
THAT WAS 
FATAL. 


Dips 


SO YOU'RE 
NOT GOOD AT 
CONTROLLING 

YOUR FEELINGS, 
THAT ISA PROBLEM. 
YOU HAVE TO STOP 
WORRYING ABOUT 
THE PEOPLE 
AROUND YOU. 


UH... BUT 
THEN I’M 
MORE 
CONSCIOUS | 
OF WHAT | 
THEY MIGHT 
BE 


oe 


a 


THAT'S THE THING a> WHETHER IT'S 
YOU'VE REALLY 
| ANGER, PANIC, 
GOTTA LEARN... 
DOUBT, TENSION, 
TO LOOK ONLY AT \ 
| NERVOUSNESS 
THE STONES. \ 
a) OR PRESSURE... 
YOU CAN DO THIS 4 
; _= YOU CAN'T LET 
THROUGH SELF 
. YOUR EMOTIONS 
OBSERVATION — ) THROW YOU! 
AND TRAINING. Sa) . 
' ae, 
Y Vy 
/ util i = J IN 


q 


IT DOESN'T 
MATTER WHAT 
YOUR GENERAL 
NATURE IS LIKE, 

YOU CAN ACQUIRE 
THE SKILL TO 

OVERCOME 

DISTRACTION. 


| 


| 


ACQUIRE?! 
{ 


‘\S 
| \ \ : \ 
\ \\\ys y 


\ \ 
M\ 
‘ 


IF YOU CAN CO 
THE POWER- 
YOU HAVE THE 
POTENTIAL TO 
BE. 


| 
| 


— 4 


BETWEEN LE PING 
AND ISUMIZ 


YANG HAI |S 


TRAINING ISUMI2 
INSTRUCTOR Sak COME2 


LEE SAID ISUMI IS 
STAYING AT A 
HOTEL, BUT... 


wT SAW HIM 
SHOWER HERE, 


I HEAR HE'S 
STAYING WITH 
YANG HAI. 


/ / I | 
V/ 


Hf / 
{ 


WHO SAID 
ISUMI'S WEAK2 
I PLAYED HIM... 


<I 
wwAND I'D SAY HE'S 
STRONGER THAN 
LE PING, WHO 
ISN'T CONSISTENT, 


ISUMI'S GAINING 
COMPOSURE, 


HE SEEMED 
KINDA NERVOUS 
BEFORE. 


I HEARD CHEN YI 
LOST TO ISUMI 
IN A LEAGUE 


wf ee Is oS —— 
STILL NOT 


IT'S TIME 
ALREADY! 
IT'S TIME! 


AW MAN! 
IF IT WEREN'T 
FOR THIS LOUSY 


GAME, I COULD 
BE AT THE 
ARCADES! 


/ ae YOU LOSE, 
at ii YOU HAVE TO 


IF I WIN, 
YANG HAI GET SERIOUS! } 


WILL HAVE 
TO STOP 
PESTERING 
ME TO 
STUDY ALL 
THE TIME, 
GOOD — 
RIODANCE! / 


OH, IT'S YOU, 
I THOUGHT 
YOU'D BE OUT 
HAVING FUN. 


YANG HAI’S THE 
ONE WHO SAID, 
“LET'S HAVE THE 
GAME AROUND 


I GOT CURIOUS 
ABOUT THIS 
MATCH. 
YANG HAI’S 
BACKING ISUMI, 
RIGHT2 


HEY.,, I$ 


THAT HIM2 


: 
ra 
| J 


WN \ 
> 


HE’S LATE! 
IT'S 
ALREADY 


NO! AND I'VE 

BEEN WAITING 

TEN MINUTES 
ALREADY! 


MIGHT AS 
WELL CHILL 
OUT HERE 

TILL THEN. 


HARDLY. 


IF |LOSE, 
| WON'T BE 
ABLE TO 
LOOK YOU 
IN THE 
FACE. 


ARE WE 
OKAY ON 
TIME? 


YEAH, 
WE'RE FINE. 
THE GAME 
STARTS AT... 


THE WEEK 
WENT BY 
QUICKLY, 

DON'TCHA 

THINK? 


FOR YOU THIS 
IS JUST AGAME, 
SO YOU CAN 
JUST RELAX 
AND PLAY. 


| 
WOULDN'T 


SO FOR Besioes, ANDIDONT — fFeeL 
Se PERSONAL IF LE PING HAVE THE COM- 
I'D HAVE TO AND FINANCIAL || BEATS ME MONEYTO — FORTABLE 
SLINK BACK : REASONS |'D || HE'LLLOOK STAYINA STAYING 
TO JAPAN HAVE TO Downonme HOTELFOR = on Here, 
WITH MY TAIL ~S LEAVE THE EVEN MORE LONG. IN YOUR 


BETWEEN ‘\ GA CHINESE GO THAN HE ROOM. 


MY LEGS. SS ASSOCIATION. ALREADY 


HEY, HEY! 
YOU FEEL 
THAT MUCH 
PRES- 
SURE?! 


MAN, YOU 
HAVEN'T 
CHANGED 
AT ALL! 


| HAVE, ACTUALLY. 


wl CAN pcb I'M UNDER 
PROCEED §THIG OTHER PRESSURE, BUT I'M 
CALMLY, SELF WITHIN ALSO OBSERVING 
AT MY OWN MY MIND MYSELF UNDER 
PACE. if PRESSURE FROM 
THE STANDPOINT 
OF AN ONLOOKER. 


OKAY. 
GUESS 
IT'S TIME 
TOGO. 


— Xi \ \ rp 
AQ 
\Y 
‘i 


AROUND 1:30, 
REMEMBERZ 


LET'S Just | 


CHAT, YOU meine 


AND ME, 
LIKE WE'RE LE PING 
SHOUTING 


AMUSED. 2 HOUT 


. A 


REMEMBER 
/ Y/ HOW YOU FELT | 
3 | (A, WHEN OTHERS LIKE WE'RE 

en ern a i Ala TALKED AMUSED? 
pe eee . ABOUT YOUIN fl WHAT DO 

ee Ds. CHINESE? YOU MEAN? 
TAKE LE PING, - 

FOR 
EXAMPLE. Hee 


WORRYING ~“s 

ABOUT WHAT \ N 
THEY WERE A 
SAYING. 4 


TO HIM, IT 
MIGHT LOOK LIKE 
I'M CONFIDENTLY 
ADVISING YOU ON 

A STRATEGY 
TO USE 

AGAINST |: 

HIM. 


ON TOP OF THAT, 
| MADE HIM THINK 
THE GAME WOULD 
START TEN MINUTES 
EARLIER. 
HE'S ALL WOUND UP 
FROM WAITING. 


, \ 0 | 
YOU KNOW HOW 
ARATTLED MIND CAN 
\ AFFECT THE OUTCOME 
\ OF A GAME! 
BUT BY TURNING 
THE TABLES... 


<iie« 


ISUMI'S 
JUST SO 
FREAKIN’ 
SERIOUS! 


I'M 
THE ONE 
RATTLING 

ISUMI! 

WHAT 

WAS | 
THINKING?! 


I'M 
SORRY, 
LE PING! 


MY GUMS 
AND NOW 


NOW, 
LETS 
START! 


| DOUBLED 
THE MINUTES | 
WAS LATE AND 
SUBTRACTED 


THAT FROM MY 
CLOCK TIME. 


| APOLOGIZE 


| FLAPPED FOR BEING 


I'M SORRY! 


LATE! 


OH, THEY'RE 
JUST STARTING. 


WHAT ARE ac | 
YOU DOING, ,+—— 
dd 

\\ 


YANG HAI2 ///iN 
‘a A\ \ 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


WHADDYA 
DOING?! 
STOP THINKING! | tye 
DON'TWASTE | 4 
TIME ON THE 
FIRST MOVE! 


IF ISUMI 
LOSES, 

I'VE GOTTA 
APOLOGIZE 


As 
# 


f 
P/M M\ WW 


| DON’T 
DOUBT HIS 
ABILITY, 
| JUST 


COULON’T 
HELP... 


< 


« 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


Wij 
Ui 


IV, 


Xr) 
ni 


hy 


\ 


TO 


) 
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yu 1@) 
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SsFreth 
OGL es TeRY 
SPHOHwKUS | 
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Ww quswyto 
3 gooeoe 


A) aN. 04 
a) 
bi a 


IF HE CAN 
MAINTAIN 
THAT IN 
MATCH 
PLAY... 


TacTICAL| '-os 
MOVE IN 


THE END- 
GAME. { \ 


INIQMIANY | 


THAT'LL 
DOIT. 


sTiess! } EBUT.IT'S V IT'SA 
ccs LOOKSS AS BOUND TO pen HE 
LIKE HE'S TAKE MORE 77 
CLEARED TIME TO | AcourRe: 


HIS FIRST eee liTs 
NS 


iil 


y 
; 


/ rr 
yy, 


| i “ 


\ 
\ 


5 (re 


LE PING, YOUR 

PLAYS IN THE 
UPPER AREA WERE 
TOO TIMID, 


YOU SHOULD N\A 
HAVE GONE 

AFTER HIM MORE 
AGGRESSIVELY. 


ISUMI WON BY 
TWO AND A 
HALF POINTS. 


HE HATES THAT 
HE WINS SOME, 
LOSES SOME. 
HE WANTS TO 
BEAT YOU 
EVERY TIME. 


ISUMI! YOU STUCK 
ONE MORE PHOCRAN, 


BUT 


DO YOU KNOW 
HOW MANY TIMES 
WE PLAYED 
TEN-SECOND GO 
AFTER OUR 
MATCH?! 


THE STUNTS 
YOU PULLED 
JUST BEFORE 
THE GAME 
THREW ME OFF, 
YANG HAI. 


LE PING! 
YOU STILL 
WANT TO 

PLAY? 
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Kiie« 


| HARDLY 
NEEDED TO SAY, 
‘IF YOU LOSE, 
YOU HAVE TO 
GET SERIOUS.” 


IF YOU WIN, 


ZHAO'S HA HA... 


FUKAKYON LE PING'S 

CELL PHONE DRAGGIN' 
STRAP |S ISUMI TO THE 

MINE. TRAINING 


NOW GO! ROOM. 


WHODDUH 
THUNK IT? 


LOSE, AND 
HE GETS 
MY MP3 
PLAYER. 


LE PING’S BEEN 
——— GLUED TO ISUMI 
1 \\ S\\ RECENTLY, STUDYING 


WN | ALL THE TIME. 


7 i jp 


I HAVE TO 


THANK ISUMI, ISUMI'S 


MOTIVATION 
MUST BE RUBBING 
OFF ON HIM. 


I'M GLAD HE 
DION'T GO BACK 
TO JAPAN AFTER 
JUST A COUPLE 
OF DAYS, 
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«ied 


AND HE a gee |] 
\ EVERYNIGHT MOG me [SPENDS HIS 
ae | THE TRAINING 


ROOM, 


AND AT NIGHT HE’S 
AT YANG HAI’S, SO 
I WONDER IF HE 
EVER LEAVES THE 

BUILDING AT ALL. 


THAT'S RIGHT.., 


YANG HAI’S 
ROOM HAS AN 
EMPTY BED. 


I'LL PRETEND \=—~- 
I DION'T : 
HEAR THAT, / UC) 


I'LL BE BACK A 
WEEK BEFORE THE 


\ | NEED YOU TO 
8! 
H PRELIMINARIES. REGISTER ME 
FOR THE PRO 
I'LL HAVE THE Mes. 
STRENGTH AND : 
CONFIDENCE BY 


THEN... 


\ 
ft : 
=) 


WA 


«TO TAKE THE 
PRO TEST 
NO, TO TAKE 
THE PRO 
WORLD By 
STORM! 


THOSE GUYS 
MAY HAVE 
GOTTEN THERE 
AHEAD OF ME, 
BUT JUST y 

WAIT...! 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 


THAT'S WHAT 
HIKARU'S 
THINKING? 


TO KONG AND 
EVERYONE AT 
THE CHINESE GO 
ASSOCIATION— 


THANK YOU VERY 
MUCH! 


AND THE 
DINNER PARTY 
WITH HU YAOYU, 
ANOTHER PRO. 
[JAPANESE 


PRONUNCIATION 
KO YOUU.) 


HIKARU NO GO 


BUT AS SOMEONE 

LOOKING WITH LITTLE | RESEARCH 
BACK ONIT, PHYSICAL TRIP TO THE 
I RECALL ENDURANCE, | CHINESE GO 
How MUCH = ITHOUGHT | ASSOCIATION 


THE TRIP 
TO CHINA 
WOULD BE 
BRUTAL. 


FUN IT WAS. 


AND NAPPING IN 
YUPING'S ROOM. 
HE'S A PRO GO 
PLAYER. 


I REMEMBER 
EATING 
WATERMELON 


(SAPANESE 
PRONUNCI- 
‘ ATION 
YOHET] 


I want 
\\ gate Ps oe BUT... 
won 
oe 
es tg pe a) 
OY 


{= 


—~S” 
_ 0) I NEARLY 
COL- 


"i. Aiwed LAPSED 


oe BEFORE 


OUR 


= 0 ©—~ RETURN 


BUT HE 
JUST WON'T 
GO TO ANY 

OF HIS NO, 
MATCHES! 


..BUT SINCE 
THEN HE 
HASN'T BEEN 
ONCE, 
THOUGH 
HE GETS 
NOTICES IN 
THE MAIL 


ABOUT HIS 
MATCH 


QUIT BEING 
APRO? 
| CAN'T 
BELIEVE IT! 


t 


DID HE SAY HE PASSED 

HE'D QUIT SO HIS ARIGOROUS 

IN SO MANY PREVIOUS TEST TOGO 

WORDS? HOMEROOM — t 
TEACHER 


SAYS ANYWAY. 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


i A 


HE MISSED 
| THOUGHT Pies 
j AT 
HE'D GONE TO ite 
HIROSHIMA FOR stele 
SOMETHING GO- OF THE 
RELATED, BUT ee 
YOU'RETELLING WEEK. 
ME THAT WASN'T — HOLIDAYS, 
FORAMATCH? 


I'M SORRY... | DON'T 
KNOW MUCH ABOUT 
THE WORLD OF GO, 
SO | DIDN'T THINK 
MUCH OF IT WHEN 
HIKARU STARTED 
COMING TO SCHOOL 
EVERY DAY. 


THAT'S WHY MY 
HUSBAND AND 
| DECIDED TO 

JUST WATCH 
AND WAIT FOR 
AWHILE, TO 
SEE HOW 
THINGS WENT. 


SURE, | CAN 
APPRECIATE 
THAT HE MUST 
HAVE WORRIES 
OF HIS OWN. 
| KNOW HE |S 
OUT IN THE 
WORLD AS A 
PROFESSIONAL 
GO PLAYER. 


HE 
HASN'T 


BEEN 
SKIPPINGHIS  pgeeniy 


SO HE'S 
BEEN 


MATCHES 
AND COMING 
TO SCHOOL 

INSTEAD? 


AT ALL 
SINCE 
THEN. 


HE 
CHANGED 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN. 
HE USED TO 
BE SUCH 
AN ACTIVE, 
ENERGETIC 
KID— 
ALMOST 
TOO MUCH 


NOTHING! 
I'VE WHAT 
ASKED, DOES HE 
BUT HE HAVE TO 


WON'T SAY 
OPEN HIS 
MOUTH! £ 


ABOUT 


| HAVE TO GET 
HIM CRAMMING 
FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL EXAMS 
AS SOON AS 


YES! 
UNTIL NOW | WAS 
WILLING TO GO 
EITHER WAY. 
| ACCEPTED 
THAT IT WAS HIS 
DECISION. 
BUT NOW... 


BUT...BUT IF HE 
REALLY INTENDS 
TO QUIT BEING A 

PROFESSIONAL 

PLAYER... 


SO YOU WANT 
HIM TO GET 
SERIOUS 
ABOUT HIS 
EDUCATION? 


P-PLEASE DON’T 


TELL ME IT'S 


TOO LATE FOR 


HIM TO GET IN 
ANYWHERE!! 


«ti 


— 


— 
—~E 


SO WHAT DOES HE'S 
THIS MEAN? STARTED FROM 
THERE'S A BUYING KOIKE. 
CHART LISTING THEM. 
THE WINS AND 
LOSSES OF 


THE PROS, 


WHERE'D 
YOU GET 
THAT? 


WHAT 
DOES THIS 


READING 
GO 
WEEKLY? 


BUT YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
QUIT BEING 
APROFES- 
SIONAL GO 
PLAYER?! 


| TOLD YOU, 
I'M NOT 
PLAYING 
GO 


| THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 


ANYMORE. 


RIGHT, I'LL 
PROBABLY 


| DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED, 
BUT... 


CFI I 


ASHAS 
yp 


YOU QUIT 
THE GO 
CLUB TO 


WHAT WILL 
YOU DO 
FROM NOW 
ON, HIKARU? 


‘ AKARI, CAN ll 
pair ' YOU STAY Lf seal / | GUESS 
THE TIME! AFTER | ( / " | | HAVE TO 
THERE'S A | \ SCHOOL AND ANI START 
\) TOURNAMENT |Z)" || GRAMMING 
COMING UP! =| i FOR 


ENTRANCE 


OH! 

Y-YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
PLAY FOR 
~ US, YUKI? 


EAT YOUR 
HEART OUT, 
SHINDO! 
YOU'RE NEVER 
PLAYING IN 
THE CLUB 
AGAIN! 


GQ 


Z— 
OUT TO 
| “a BEAT KAIO! 


YOU HAD 
MORE FIRE 
BACK WHEN 
YOU WERE 


I'M GONNA BE IN 
THE TOURNA- 
MENT THIS TIME! 
NATSUME AND 
KOIKE AND | ARE 
GONNA TAKE 
KAIO TOGETHER! 


JUST 4 
FORGET 
ABOUT HIM, 
AKARI! 


\ 


IM GOING 
TO WORK 
HARD WITH 
KIMIHIKO 
AND THE 
GO CLUB! 


ITSATEAM 
// TOURNAMENT. 
/| TWO OUT OF THREE 
PLAYERS NEED TO 
WIN! IF YOU JOIN, 
THEN WE'LL HAVE 
OUR THIRD 
MEMBER! 


I'M EXCITED 
ABOUT THIS 
TOURNAMENT! 


SAI LL LET 
YOU PLAY 
AGAIN SOME 
OTHER DAY. 


Go Weekly 


WHAT THE 
HECK'S 
GOING ON 
WITH HIM?! YANKS ME 


OFF, MAN! 


MAYBE HIS 
FAVORITE 
PRO'S ON 
ALOSING 
STREAK. 


TSUBAK! 
WENT OFF 
LIKE THAT 

THE OTHER 
DAY TOO. 


SHAS 


THE 
BOSS 
WANTSA 
MATCH. 


THE GUY'S A 
WEAK PLAYER 
AND HE HATES 
TOLOSE. 
| CAN'T 
STANO IT. 


| HEARD 
HE TOOK 
THE PRO 


MR. 
YOU TSUBAKI... 
DONE 
EATING? 


ANOTHER 
FORFEITED 
GAME! 
HOW LONG |S 
THIS GONNA 
CONTINUE? 


THIS IS MY 
BREAK 


AW... 
GO ON, 
FLATTER 
HIMA 
CIT TCE: 


SO |S THAT 
DUDE GOOD 


SHOOT! 
PAPER'S 
TOTALLY 
CRUMPLED 
UP. 


= a YW h it 
eS NW) DIDN'T KNOW | 
oY OX LY KNEW SOMEONE | 7 * YEAH? 
NOE, i SOSKILLED. |W Aq 
TOME) Se | | | MAYBE! SHOULD | GK 
7\ HEX A TAKE UP THE | 
B\\ 4 ani GAME. (2a 


YOU AGAIN, 
MR. KAWAI?! 


WHAT'S 
WITH THAT 
CRUMPLED 

NEWSPAPER? 


i; 


READ 
Kiis< 
WAY 
| =. ym MR. KAWAI, YOU'RE 


FORFEITED =e NOT THE ONLY ONE 
AGAIN? WHO WANTS TO READ 
WHAT'S THAT : THE PAPER. DON'T 
ABOUT? CRUMPLE IT UP JUST 
BECAUSE SHINDO 
FORFEITED AGAIN. U4 


HE SURE 
MAKES IT 
HARD TO 
ROOT FOR 
HIM. 


\'M 
YOU GUYS SURE HE 
BE HAS A 
PATIENT? REASON. 


w IF THEY PATIENT? 
MISS TOO AREN'T 
MANY PROS 
MATCHES? i 


SLY 
DOW 
\ 


i So 
Y N Zn . a Ss, 


I'M NOT 
LETTING 
THAT LITTLE 
PUNK BILK 


\e 


Se Wr. 


FIRED?! 
THAT'S 
NOTHING TO 
JOKE ABOUT! 
HE OWES ME 
¥10,000! 


4 
fay 


DONE TOO? 
SEEING AS HOW 
YOU CAME OUT OF 
THE BATHROOM, 
| GUESS YOU 


YOU ALWAYS 
HOLE UP IN 
THERE 
WHEN YOU 


BUT I'M 
ACTUALLY 
ONA 
WINNING 
STREAK, 
UNLIKE 
you. 


IT'S 
PHYSIO- ff, 
LOGICAL. \\ \ 


<iie< 


WAYA, DID YOU 
KNOW MUROTA ? DAN, 
THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE PROFESSIONAL 
GO PLAYERS 
ASSOCIATION, 
PHONED SHINDO? 


HE ASKED SHINDO 
WHETHER HE WAS SICK 


PEOPLE YOU THINK AND ADVISED HIM TO 
EVEN SPOKE HE'LL QUIT SUBMIT A LEAVE OF 
OF HIM AS BEING A ABSENCE FORM, 
TOYA'S PRO? BUT | GUESS HE ONLY 


\, GOT AVAGUE 
hy RESPONSE. 
HE'S 
BEING 


NT 
SY 


| (Ay 
Me e 
aS 


és 


IT DOESN'T 
MATTER HOW 
MUCH TALENT 


YOU'VE GOT IF 
YOU NEVER 
PLAY. 
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THE FIRST 
MATCH WAS 
AGAINST IWANA 


MIOOLE SCHOOL. 


WE WON 3-0. 
| STILL REMEM- 
BER THE FACE 
OF THE GUY 
| PLAYED. 


A TOURNA- 
MENT, HUH? 
THAT BRINGS 
BACK 
MEMORIES... 


YUKI PLAYED 
IN THE NUMBER 
ONE SPOT, 
TSUTSUI WAS 
THE SECOND AND 
| WAS THE THIRD. 
| WAS THE 
WEAKEST 
PLAYER. 


A WORD ABOUT HIKARU NO 60 


te 
oo 
THE MOST / THERE ARE 
PROMISING OF PROFESSIONAL 
THEM ARE ; GO PLAYERS IN 
SELECTED TO EACH PROVINCE 
COME HERE TO h OF CHINA. 
BEIJING, WHERE PROBABLY 
THERE THEY TRAIN DAY | coed Fi 
ARE LIVING IN, DAY OUT. /\ | ‘ 


QUARTERS 
IN HERE 


A NUMBER OF JAPANESE PROS HAVE COME HERE TO 
TRAIN. THE LENGTHS OF THEIR STAYS HAVE VARIED, 
BUT ONE PERSON STAYED FOR A WHOLE YEAR. 


ARE YOU ASKING ME WHETHER ANYONE SECRETLY 
STAYED OVER AT THE ASSOCIATION LIKE ISUMI? 


SHHH... NOT TELLING! 


NEO 
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ALON 


S = F 


_ 


= 
AY 


<\ 
os F- 
| / . J 
i N Oy | h 
/, i \ i \ j 
y \ = , ) 
") | \\ ' \ 
\ ; | 
\ ® ff ; 
\in 
yj 1 
Yy Y 
\ \ 
| j 
| 
N}))!) 
Ht /////) / 


SS 


=_S 


YOU 
LEAVING? 


Serene yy AZ 
I NEED A A, | 
FAVOR, AND Aus 
IT'S NOT LIKE Z 
| SHINDO! 


YOU'RE BUSY _/ ffl 


| HEAR YOU'RE 
ANO-SHOW SUPPOSED 
AT ALL TO 
YOUR PRO MEAN?! 
MATCHES. \ 


SO WILL 
YOU PLAY 
GO WITH 
MITANI? 


WORKING 
\ HARD TO 
A GET READY 


FORHIM TO 
PLAY. 


QUIT ASKING HIM! TT 
WHO WANTS HIM I || 
! AROUND? _| = — 
| (SS, IF HE CAME IT'D MNS conry 
NIE JUST BE A BIG PAIN! VW \) " 
1 \ yh 
1 aaa! 
a \ | | 
— \ MSS 
i A . Ry re 
| & Se N WHY 
: / | E NOT? 
4 24 O 
" 
~ ee 


WHAT'S WITH | IF SHINDO SE . 
ALL THE | HELPED YOU ), e a lll 
YELLING?! 4sAD\ | TRAIN, | COULD VAN ; u E R 
an NY BEHELPING ff OUR SAKE 


ul oe | WAS 
NATSUME AND ne 


\/ 
AND | 

THOUGHT YOU WE'RE ALL 
COULD HELP, BUSTIN’ 

peta ce cy OUR TAILS 
MITANI FEELS HERE... 

THAT WAY... 

OH WELL. 


| SUPPOSE WE GO 
CLUB MEMBERS 
WILL TAKE CARE 
OF OUR OWN. 
SORRY TO 
BOTHER YOU. 
THE TOURNA- 
MENT'S NEXT 
SUNDAY! 
AT LEAST COME 
ROOT FORUS! 


TSS SSSES SS SS SSS SS SSS SSS 
SRS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS 


KARO 7 
« THIS Ki sp 


— 


— 
“ 
a 
—— 


a EI 2s ee ED ad 


per < Se Sa — 


x = 


MY DREAM 
OF PLAYING 
IN A TOUR- 
NAMENT |S 


| HOPE | 
DON'T ORAG 
THE TEAM 


AGH! 

I'M NO GOOD! 
| PLAYED 

HORRIBLY! 


EVERY- 
ONE'S 
REALLY 
GETTING 
INTO THIS. 


HAS HE 
FORGOTTEN 
HOW IT... 
HOW HE USED 


MAKE IT 


COUNT! 


AKARI! 
AGAIN, 
PLEASE! 


LIKE THIS 
TOO. 
WHAT 

HAPPENED 

TOHIM? 


THIS'LL BE 
THE LAST 
MIOOLE 
SCHOOL 
TOURNA- 
MENT FOR 
US THIRD- 
YEARS! 


SSA 


Dia! ik * 


o | 
1A ltrs ‘ 
l) i> 


THEY'VE 
JUST 
STARTED 
PLAYING. 


I'M JUST 
GOING TO 
WATCH. 


I'M NOT 
PLAYING. 


THE 6TH \ 
ANNUAL 
NORTH 
DISTRICT 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
SUMMER GO | 
TOURNAMENT 


LOD) Ny. 
AM: 


SHE'S 
IN THE 
MIOOLE, 
SECOND 
POSITION... 


THAT'S AN EASY 
LIFE OR DEATH 
PROBLEM. 
THINK IT 
THROUGH 
CALMLY. 


WHAT'S 
SHE 
THINKING 
ABOUT? 


on 


1 Sap en’ 
NG 5 Q “ 
R () 

py 


J 

ergy. : se 
ON Op er 

| nee 1 


; N 


> 


AQ) 


qm a 
de MET 
| | 


<iis< 


2 secs : 
Ny AN 


) 


VY \ Wee 
" N= 
|| WEE 


SAU 7 Rn 


NS 


< i 


rt 


- 


| | | un \ \ i ol / y || oh . AA yi Ww ay i 
SHINDO.. | Mh Wie Dai ~ Os femal? 
Lid an 1) VA\\ins . ee nell 


\ : >°>o= 
\ \ ‘ : 
‘, \. 


wal I 
EVER 
PLAY GO 
AGAIN... 


wl CAN'T 


WILL 
NEVER 


HELP 
FEELING 


THAT SAI... 


I'VE BEEN 
AWAY 
FOR TWO 


MONTHS. 


¥270 
PLEASE. 


- 
’ KADOWAKI, 
THE 
FORMER 
TRIPLE 
CROWN 
STUDENT 
PLAYER, |S 
IN THEM. 
Z 


FINALLY 


y* ;. 
Weekly 


BEGINNING |, A 


THE PRO 
TEST 
PRELIMS 
ARE JUST 


AROUND 
THE 
CORNER. 


I'LL TAKE 
ALOOK 
AT LAST 
WEEK’S 
RESULTS. 


DION'T HAVE 
A MATCH. 


AND 


SHINDO...? 


| WONDER 
HOW 
THOSE 
GUYS ARE 
DOING? 


LOOKS LIKE 
HE BEAT 
MASHIBA. 


A WORD ABOUT HIKARU NO C0 


THIS PHONE IS ONLY FOR INCOMING CALLS 
CINTERNATIONAL CALLS INCLUDED). SOMETIMES THE 
PLAYERS GET PHONE CALLS. THERE ARE YOUTH IN 
THEIR EARLY TEENS, AND THEIR PARENTS GET WORRIED 


anv cat to say ARE YOU OKAY 7!! 


THERE WAS A FATHER WHO CAME ON A SUNDAY TO 
SEE HIS KID. 


(i 
go 
Ni 
| K 
| i : 
MWAH), 
WY \\| b\S aT) 
. \ , ANN 
N S 
S ” 
~S a 
Ny 
i] | 
WIHT 
Ss ly 
i} {i}| 
Ni 


: ‘€ i 


Th 


a — 


ERM 
ONT 

ND, 
ALO 


HAVEN'T 
CHANGED A BIT. 
YOU COULDA 
GROWN A 
BEARD... 


ae 


i OR 


SOMETHING TO 
MAKE YOU LOOK 
LIKE YOU'RE 
BACK FROM 
INTENSIVE 
TRAINING! 
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< 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


WAS 


SURPRISED 
TO GET 


YO 
HOW WAS E 


CHINA?! 


WHAT IS 
IT!? 


SO THAT'S 
HOW YOU 
SPENT YOUR 
TIME? 


RCALL. 7 


YOU SURE 
HAVE GROWN, 
LE PING! 


/ IT WAS ALL WELL 
HE WAS ALWAYS AND GOOD THATLE ~— ‘THAT'S 
GLARING AT ME PING WANTED TO RIGHT. 
ee s es ere STICK TO MY SIDE 
LITTLE KID, ~ \ _ AND cal es THE 


ALL RIGHT. 7 


- h HEAD OFF. 
\\¥ 


i Sa’ 
(Note: *a popular herbal anti-diarrheal pill.] 


YOU KNOW 


HOW YOU CP MANNY = WHEN He 
ALWAYS TAKE [ff HAD A IN THE END, THOUGH, AKIO, YES 
SEIROGAN AN  STOMACH- | CONNECTED WITH BUT HE'S. 
WHEN YOU Nee ACHE! GAVE HIM MAINLY INCREDIBLY 


pee: AN Him some BECAUSE OF 


NAUSEOUS? OF THE SEIROGAN’ PILLS. 
IT WORKS SEIROGAN 


STRONG! 


RIGHT AWAY \ I'D 
FOR YOU. // » BROUGHT. 


LE PING 
LOOKS JUST 
LIKE YOU, SO 

| FIGURED 
IT'D WORK 


SO HOW IT WORKED 
DID YOUR LIKE A 
REMATCH CHARM AND 

WITH WE BECAME 
ZHAO SHI FRIENDS. 


MMA 


/ | EXTENDED ZHAO 
AMONG / MY VISAWHILE | GOT 
THE TOP WAS THERE AND | | YANG HAI'S 
PLAYERS SPENT TWO mp3 
ANORISING |. MONTHS PLAYING | | PLAYER. 
STARS OF (@@MIBN AS MUCHGO AS 
CHINA. WN | COULD... 
Mi Ms \ XN 
st N Ni \ 


BUT | WON 
THE NEXT 


| \\ i 


Mi 


SSS 


a Y/ 


AR y IT WAS 
AND BUT | yea | 
| GAINED MANAGED TO YOu! 
CONFIDENCE WIN AGAINST 
IN MY GAME. : AFEW OF 


THEM. 


| WAS READING GO 
WEEKLY FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN TWO 
MONTHS, ANDO IT 
LISTED SHINDO'S 
GAME AS AFORFEIT. 


RIGHT. 


I'M PLANNING 
TO GO BY AND 
SEE SHINDO 
BEFORE THE 
PRO TEST, 


ON THE PHONE 
YOU SAID YOU 
WANTED TO 
ASK ME 
SOMETHING... 


| WONDERED 
WHAT WAS 
GOING ON. 
IS HE SICK? 


HE HASN'T 
FORFEITED 
JUST ONE 


158 


Kine 


IT'S TRUE. 
WE'RE ALL 
BAFFLED. 


«IT SEEMS LIKE 
HE DOESN'T 
WANT TO PLAY 
GO ANYMORE. 


BEES 82 


SORRY TO 
DROP BY 
WITHOUT 
CALLING. 


ALD 
=i es \\—— 


Wy 


\ WAS 
SSS 
fe 


HE SHOULD BE 
HOME FROM 
SCHOOL ANY 

MOMENT. 


LET ME GET YOU 
\ SOME TEA. 


READ 
< THIS 
way 


SO HE 
REALLY NAN 
HASN'T — | ARAN S 


BEEN | \W 
PLAYING. 4A 


ISUMI. 


DASHED UP 
HERE SO 
FAST! 
WHAT'S 
GOING 
ON?! 


| SENSED | ) 

SOMEONE a Ii IT WASN'T 

UP HERE, | YL, TE] Al. 
SO... |! / | 


HE JUST 
ARRIVED. 
I'LL BRING 
SOME TEA 
FOR YOU 
TOO. 


SHAS 


IT'S BEEN 
AWHILE, 
SHINDO. 


| HEARD 
YOU WERE 
IN CHINA. 


BUT | 
HAVEN'T SEEN 
ISUMI IN AGES. 

| CAN'T 
EXACTLY 
DITCHHIM. _ 


SO WHAT'S GOING 

ON WITH YOU? | WAS OVER 
WAYA SAID YOU'RE THERE TWO 
NOT SHOWING UP MONTHS, JUST 
FOR MATCHES OR GOT BACK 
THE STUDY GROUP. YESTERDAY. 

| FIND THAT HARD TO 
BELIEVE. 


/ DON'T YOU KNOW? 
HE'S CHALLENGING 
PLAYERS AT AN 
IMPRESSIVE 


LOOK 
SEE ABOVE 
WHAT'S THAT, 
ONFOR WHERE IT 
TODAY? LISTS THIS 
WEEK'S 
MATCHES. 


THE FINALS OF 
THE THIRD 
PRELIMINARY?! 


Ce, 


YOU USED 
TO SAY 
TOYA WAS 


DID YOU FEEL YOUR 


HE'S RISEN 
TOO FAR OUT 
OF REACH? 
IS THAT WHY 
YOU LOST 
YOUR 
MOTIVATION? 


TOYA HAS 
NOTHING 
TO DO 
WITH IT. 


AND WHADDAYA 
MEAN “RISEN 
TOO FAR OUT 

OF REACH"? 


PLAYERS 
WHO ROSE 


HAGIWARA 


PRELIMI- MASAHIKO 
NARY FOR ? DAN...AND 
THE TOYA AKIRA 
HON'INBO_ | 3 DAN, IN 
LEAGUE... HE FINALS 


OF THE... 
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[ ——— \ | EXE 
yer 


L 
a 


Na 
A 
\ 
\ 
\ 


YY 
ahhh NE Tie 
UU] , 

yy iy 


MY OPPONENT, 


MANOU, IS KUWABARA 
TASING SENSE! 
FOREVER, SO 
| CAME OUT [SOUR 
MATCH OVER 
HERE FOR A ppplabioier 
SMOKE. es 


HOW'S 
TOYA'S 
BOY 


IT'S BACK 
ANDO FORTH... 
NEITHER 
PLAYER'S 
GOT IT EASY. 


DOING? 


Md 
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HE'S A 3 DAN / 
AT AGE I5! BUT 
AND THEN TO WHAT AN 
QUALIFY FOR ACHIEVEMENT HMPH! 
THE HON'INBO FOR TOYA IF 
LEAGUE IN ONLY HE WINS! 
HIS SECOND ) 


YEAR AS 


BUT IF YOUNG 


TOYA JOINS THE IN THIS YEAR'S 
COMPETITION TO HON'INBO, KURATA 
BECOME YOUR CAME CLOSE BUT 
CHALLENGER LOST TO YOU, 
NEXT YEAR, |'0 KUWABARA SENSEI. 
SAY THE NEW 


WAVE IS FINALLY 
COMING UP! 


es | AM NOT THE STRUGGLES YOU AND OGATA | WONDER 

a LEAST GIT AND DOUBTS SENSE! AND WHAT 

a WORRIED, ARE NECES- EVEN TOYA HAPPENED TO 

~~ AMANO. SARY TOO. KOYO SENSE! SHINDO? 
ALL HAD YOUR , 
EYES ON HIM. 


SO LONG 


AS TOYA 
KEEPS THAT KID 
SHOOTING CHASED 
UPWARDS, YOUNG TOYA 
SHINDO UP INTO THE 


PRO WORLD. 


nee 
BACK TO * 
ee 
YOU SPEAK AS IF TRUE GUARANTEE 
THE FATES HAVE OPPONENT. 
icone ap 
SHINO (6 BE 
TOYA'S RIVAL, 


| DON'T KNOW, 
| THINK YOU'RE... 


‘” 
OVERES- | 
Tye 


_ : 
LNG. Ss : 


MARL: 


MY VIEW. 

My VIEW. 
TOYA AKIRA : 
BELIEVES IT \\ 

HIMSELF. AS 


‘ 


\4 


HOW 
STRONG HAS} | \ y 
HE BECOME, || (A IF HE WINS TOYA! 

ISUMI? | \) ee TODAY, HE'LL HE'S 
PLAYINTHE RISING SO 
LEAGUE WITH FAR, SO 
THE TOP FAST! 
EIGHT PROS. 


Go Weekly 


OH... UH... 
IT'S NOT LIKE SO YOU'VE 


I'M THAT . | THEN WHY ON STILL GOT 
INTERESTED... EARTH AREN'T SOME 
S Wh YOU PLAYING?! PASSION, EH? 


B-BESIDES... 

IF |WANT TO QUIT 
PLAYING GO, 
WELL, THAT’S MY 
BUSINESS! 


169 


YOU 
CAN'T 
MEAN IT! 


SHINDO, 
LET'S PLAY 


I'M NOT 
PLAYING! 


JUST 
LEAVE ME 


| 
TO WORRY heals 


ABOUT ME, 


THAT'S I'W ASKING 
WHY | YOUFOR A 
CAME GAME FOR 

TODAY. MY SAKE. 
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YOU RECALL 
OUR GAME 


TOGETHER? 


REMEMBER 


WHAT MAKES 
YOU THINK I’M 
WORRIED 
ABOUT YOU? 


SHINDO, 


THE PRO 
TEST LAST 


A WORD ABOUT HIKARU NO 60 


THE GO STONE ON THE RIGHT IS A JAPANESE 
STONE AS SEEN FROM THE SIDE. IT IS ROUNDED 
BOTH ON THE TOP AND BOTTOM. 


TO THE LEFT IS A CHINESE GO STONE. 


ONE SIDE IS FLAT. THE CLACK OF THE 
STONE HITTING THE BOARD IS DIFFERENT THAN 
WITH JAPANESE STONES. 


AND WHILE I'M ON THE TOPIC, KOREAN STONES ARE 
THE SAME AS JAPANESE STONES. 


sulin TOOK A ho. ; 
MOVE max \ | \ Seen: DURING LAST 


BACK..AND Le i YEAR'S PRO 
RESIGNED. . | TEST... 


| EVEN FORA 
WONDERED = moment 


IF | COULD 
DEBATED 
COVERUPMY “Boing 


INFRACTION. | TyaT. 


THAT WAS THE 
LAST GAME 
WE PLAYED 
TOGETHER. 


ih 
lop 


« 


va 


PLEASE, 
LET ME 
HAVE A 
FRESH 
START. 


THE TIME | 
SPENT IN CHINA 
STRENGTHENED 

MY DESIRE TO 

BECOME A 

PROFESSIONAL. 


«| WANT TO 
PLAY AGOOD, 
CLEAN GAME 
WITH YOU. 


BEFORE 
1|GO INTO 
THIS 
YEAR'S 
PRO TEST... 


AND 
THOUGH 
THAT'S WE'RE 
TRUEOF COMPETING 
THE TOP AGAINST 


PLAYERS EACHOTHER, THE | HAVE My SURROUNDED 
AS WELL AS WE'RE PATH  SIGHTSSET 8Y YOUNG PROS 
WALKING CON- ON THE STUDYING GO 
THE SAME || TiNuUES PROTEST, FROMMORNING 
FAR BUT IT'S TO NIGHT 


BEYOND NOT MY CONFIRMED MY 


TIMATE OWN DESIRE TO 
Thal spe oc WALK THAT 


' HONESTLY YN WNS are you 
BE VERY SORRY | REALLY 


IF YOU DID. | GOING TO 


i. 


I'M NOT 
PLAYING! 


/  IT'SYOURLIFE, 
BUT WON'T YOU SHINDO, 
PLAY JUST THIS IF YOU WANT 
ONE GAME TO QUIT, I'M 
WITH ME? NOT GOING TO 
, a HOUND YOU 
ABOUT IT. 


ONE GAME, 
THEN I'LL 


SA 


YOU CAN 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT, CAN'T 


IT'S NOT 
BECAUSE 
|WANT TO 

PLAY, 
OKAY? 


ALL 
RIGHT. 


START ON 
THE PATH 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


ONEGAI- 
SHIMASU. 


ONEGAI- 
SHIMASU. 


bil 


hh 
oO 


CHOICE BUT 
TO PLAY THIS 
GAME FOR 
ISUMI'S SAKE, 
OKAY? 


ANSWER 
Me! 


| | ‘ \ 
| HAVE NO 4 4 : \ . \ \ 


\ YOU'LL LET ME 
PLAY THIS ONE 
GAME, WON'T 
YOU? 


P53 
ee 
eSee 


=< 
or, 


DP, 


Se 
Zs 


cS 
Soc 
Sc 
Sox 
pee, 


Soc 
ata 
Sox 


« 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


« 


WINNER OF 
THIS GAME 
MAKES IT 
TO THE 
HON'INBO 
LEAGUE 


BOTH OF US ARE 
DETERMINED TO WIN! 
FOR HIM, WINNING 
MEANS HIS FIRST 
CHANCE TO MAKE IT 
INTO THE LEAGUE. 
FOR ME, IT'D BE MY 
SECOND TIME—AND 
IT'S BEEN SEVEN 
YEARS SINCE MY 


FIRST! 


\ 


I'M RIGHT 
HERE! 


THE LOSER 
HAS TO FIGHT 
HIS WAY 


THROUGH THE 
PRELIMINARIES 


AGAIN NEXT 
YEAR. 


ASA 


HE HAS THE 


UPPER 
RIGHT, BUT 
MY POSITION 
|S DEEPER. 


seve 


AN 


\= 


N 


BUT 
| WON'T 
LOSE 
THAT WAY, 
AFTER 
ALL MY 
TRAINING 
IN CHINA. 


N 


ABOUT TO 
PLAY INTO 


. THERE'S Yj | 
ACUT SO / ff I} | THAT LEAVES  HE'SFINDING 
IT WON'T Ni “ts MY STONES AWAY OUT 


AFFECT bY VI NS WY IN AN OF A STICKY 
OUR Ppl {| // | ay) INEFFICIENT SITUATION. 
POSITIONS. 7 / _CLUMP, BUT... 


e% 


(CC) & 


| CAN'T 
AFFORD TO 
GET BEHIND IN 
TERRITORY. f 


IF | RIP 
ba tae ISUMI'S 
pee en WARE STONE IS 
FLOATING! 


ATTACKING 


LEE 


wl 'LL HAVE 
MORE 
TERRITORY! 


IF | CAN 
THREATEN 
THE WHITE 
STONES IN 
THE UPPER 


\ 


\ \, I 
I Lt . 
SLU, 
oD N 
/ HOW HE 4 FS / 
USED TO | KY 
( PLAY. 7 


| 


ion 


t 


social 
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oe 


VE 


| COULDN' 

FIND SAI 
ANYWHERE 
| LOOKED 


AND 
NOW | 
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